

Position on the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC)

When the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) officially opened for signature in Paris, France on January 13th 1993, the Republic of Costa Rica was one of the first signatures on the list. With the country’s cooperation, the Costa Rican government ratified the agreement on May 3rd 1996. Since this installment, the country to this day remains free of any stockpiles and development of chemical weapons outlined in the treaty. 

In December 2007, in a joint operation with the Malaysian government, Costa Rica submitted a comprehensive model amendment to the current CWC allowing the treaty to be updated to reflect the current advancements in technology that surpass the limitations of the current CWC treaty. These armaments would not allow any country to test, threat, use, possess and deploy any chemical arms. 

The Costa Rican government continues to condemn the use and stockpile of these weapons of mass destruction. We see no ethical purpose and do not support any doctrine that states a country has the justification to bear these weapons. We continue to promote the Chemical Weapons Convention treaty and support any country that signs or ratifies the treaty. 

Position on Mine Ban Treaty (MBT) 

When the Mine Ban Treaty (MBT), sometimes known as the Ottawa Treaty, officially opened for signature in 1997, the Republic of Costa Rica, was one of the first signatures on the list. On March 17th 1999, the Costa Rican government took pride in ratifying the treaty and just 21 months later declared that it was fully mine free - four years before the deadline date. 

Between the years of 1996 to 2001 Costa Rica destroyed a total of 341 mines and cleared 131,903 square meters of land. To this day, Costa Rica has no stockpiles of landmines and has not submitted any subsequent annual reports to the UN on its status since 2003. 

The country of Costa Rica continues, as it does on the CWC, to promote the destruction of stockpiles and to remove all mines underground and inevitably bring an end to this terrible weapon.

Position on Arctic Claims 

Costa Rica presents a neutral approach to Arctic Claims. While other nations of the world scramble to place claim on this land, Costa Rica promotes fair and international cooperation opening trade routes and mineral wealth to all countries and is interested in terms with a common international treaty.  
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